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WE ARE DIFFERENT AND EOUAL 
HAVE FAITH IN EACH OTHER 








The following statement can be said to any 
living being and will always be true 


WE GROW 


Understanding how we grow builds empathy 
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WHAT IS THIS BOOK: 





This book exists to explain the intentions, 


Capabilities, and goals of the Church of 
Earth. 


The first section of this book explains the 
Interfaith Spiritual Humanist movement. 


The second section of this book is a User 
Guide for the Church of Earth Platform, 
located at https://churchofearth.org 


The final section of the book explains the 
business components of the Church of 


Earth for investors. 


This book is a creative project. 








A HELPFUL MANIFESTO 


| want to help people. I look for ways to help people 
when | interact with them. | like helping people. | 
know that if | help someone | can improve their life. 


| understand that help requires consent. | understand 
that helping someone isn't just an action: it's part of a 
dialog. | must understand how to help someone 
before trying to help them. | know that the dialog | 
will have with this person ts an important part of the 
help I can offer them. It can enrich both of our lives. 


The more | understand them the better | can help 
them. | don't provide the help I think they need, | try 
to offer the help they tell me they want. | know that 
everyone appreciates help under the right 
conditions. 


| will grow and improve my ability to understand how 
to best help people. 


All of my skills can be used to help people because 
those skills help me. When | learn new skills to help 
myself | can use those skills to help others. | can help 
people by communicating with them. 


| can help people by collaborating with them. | can 
help people by doing things for them that they are 
unable to do for themselves. | help people by using 
my abilities. | help people with my attitude. | help 
people with my knowledge. | can grow and I can help 
other people grow. 


| need to take care of myself in order to best help 
people. | give the best help when | am happy and 
healthy because that’s when | have the most to give. 
| will not let my desire to help people cause me harm. 


| ask myself “Is this helpful?” and tell myself “That 
was helpful” or “That was not helpful.” 


| know that wanting to help people builds empathy. | 
know that we all need help sometimes. | will help who 
| am comfortable helping and | will hope that 
everyone else will do the same. 


We will grow in our helpfulness. By being better 
helpers we will build a better world. 


| have faith that we will build a better world for 
everyone. 





WHAT IS THE CHURCH OF EARTH? 


IT'S COMPLICATED. 


The Church of Earth started as the faith of one person powering the creation of a 
number of different projects. The Church of Earth is a project made of projects. It's a 
creative project, a social project, a technology project, and a spiritual project. 





The Church of Earth exists to put love out into the world. There are a lot of very 
reasonable reasons to dismiss this project without putting significant thought into 
investigating it and, frankly, it's totally understandable when that happens. 


Please consume this content with an open mind. This project is imperfect and naive but 
it's designed to grow through the concerted efforts of many people working together. 


The Church of Earth is about, to put it inelegantly, doing the best we can with what we 
have for as long as we can until everything is as good as it can be. It's about having faith 
In the outcome of this effort beyond the scope of your life, or the lives of anyone 





currently alive. If you're reading this It's safe to assume the Church of Earth needs your 
help. This is hard work. This won't be easy. 
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The Church of Earth ts a framework designed to help us work toward solving 
challenges in our lives and shared challenges in our communities. Overcoming 
challenges results in growth. Life grows. We grow. 








POLYTHEISM 
Hinduism 
Paganism 

Shinto 
+ more 


BEHIND US 


VENERATION 
OF ANCESTORS 


HISTORY 


Buddhism 
Animism 
Totemism 
+more 


ANEW FORM OF FAITH 


ABOVE US 


THEISM 


CREATORS AND ORIGINS 


AROUND US 
SPIRITUALISM 


ENVIRONMENTS & ECOSYSTEMS 


MONOTHEISM 
Christianity 
Islam 
Judaism 
+ more 


Wicca 
Paganism 
Taoism 
+more 





BEFORE US 


DESCENDANT 
WORSHIP 


Our species will eventually 
build a world where everyone 
thrives. This is the faith of the 
Church of Earth. 


In order to thrive a human 
needs access to varying 
quantities of: water, food, 
information, energy, support, 
and freedom. 


You don't need to share this 
faith to share this view of 
human thriving, or to engage 
with the systems and 
infrastructure offered by the 
Church of Earth. 


HAVE FAITH IN 
EACH OTHER 

















WHY WAS THIS CREATED? 


WE ARE DIFFERENT AND EQUAL 


The Church of Earth was created to help you deal with the things you're worried 
about right now in a collaborative and efficient way. Any problem that can be 
defined can be addressed, although perhaps it can't yet be solved. Your 
personal life, your professional life, your community, our world: all of these 
things require focused attention in order to be understood and improved. 


The Interfaith Spiritual Humanist Movement was created to help like-minded 
individuals connect anywhere In the world in order to efficiently solve shared 
challenges. 


The Technology Platform was created to help people engage with the interfaith 
spiritual humanist movement in ways that are both productive and inspiring. 


The Business Organization was created to grow the community and 
infrastructure required to create #AMoreHelpfulWorld. The Church of Earth is a 
not-for-profit corporation intending to offer helpful tools and resources Ke as 
many human beings as possible. 
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Is this for you? 


MAYBE 


The Church of Earth is a large and 
complex set of tools and projects. You 
will probably see some value in some 
aspects of this project, but not all 
aspects of it. 


The Church of Earth is designed to 
grow and change. You have the ability 
to become engaged with it and work 
toward changing it. 


The Church of Earth provides tools 
and infrastructure that can be used to 
modify the Church of Earth. 


You can support the Church of Earth. 
You can reject it. You can try to 


change it. You can ignore it. 


The choice must always be yours. 





THERE ARE MANY DIFFERENT POSSIBLE REASONS 
TO SEE VALUE IN THE CHURCH OF EARTH. 


Lots of people will answer yes to these questions and not want to engage 
with the Church of Earth. That choice must always be respected. 





DO YOU LIKE TO HELP OTHERS? DO YOU VALUE GROWTH? 
Form or grow communities. Reflect on yourself. Set goals for 
Connect with others around shared yourself. Track your progress. 
goals. Solve shared challenges. Celebrate your accomplishments. 


DO YOU NEED DIFFERENT SYSTEMS OR RESOURCES? 


The world ts full of established systems, ideologies, belief systems, and 
social infrastructure. If you feel that you're lacking the support you need 
to thrive the Church of Earth may be an option. 


IS SOMETHING MISSING? 


Growth is constant. We grow in countless different ways. We use growth 
to achieve desired outcomes as living organisms. The Church of Earth 
provides tools and infrastructure to enable healthy, informed growth. 


DOES YOUR LIFE FEEL IN BALANCE? 


Life consumes. Every day of our lives we consume the world around us. 
What we consume powers our growth. We consume food, information, and 
social energy. Healthy, informed consumption doesn't have to be perfect. 








A SOLID CORE? 


FAITH IS AN INTANGIBLE ELEMENT OF LIFE WITH TANGIBLE OUTCOMES ON THE WORLD 


Some people will read this document, use the 
Church of Earth Platform, engage with the 
Helpful Ideology, or participate in Descendant 
Worship, and find tremendous value in these 
concepts and the experiences they offer. 


Where did these things come from? Faith. 
Faith is intangible, distinct for each individual, 
and cannot be fully measured, but upon this 
faith has been created a number of 
Innovative, creative, and undeniably tangible 
projects. 


People can, and should, be critical of the 
nature of the projects. Anything attempting 
to achieve goals like those of the Church of 
Earth should be placed under appropriate 
scrutiny. 


Logic and reason demand this approach. 


Moving up from the faith at the core of this 
project are layers of increasingly complex 
structures. As these structures become more 
complex they become easier to measure and 
analyze. They become more solid. 


Faith is not solid. Faith is nebulous and 
intangible, but that doesn't mean it isn't 
powerful. Faith has been a driving force behind 
the energy of an immeasurable quantity of 
human experiences. 


Faith powered the creation of the Church of 
Earth. Faith in other people. Faith in the 
immense capacity of our species for good, in 
the face of all the horrors we see. Faith was 
needed to create the Church of Earth but isnt 
needed to sustain It. 


Hope and hard work can sustain it. 





THE CHURCH This collaborative project is an attempt to create something 


OF FARTH new. It is designed to evolve and be versatile. It has been 
inspired by many great works of human ingenuity. 


A HELPFUL 
ECONOMIC SYSTEM 


A TECHNOLOGY 
PLATFORM 


A SPIRITUAL HUMANIST 
MOVEMENT 


A HELPFUL 
IDEOLOGY 


FAITH 
AND 
HOPE 





IS THIS A RELIGION: 


THE TERM INTERFAITH SPIRITUAL HUMANIST MOVEMENT IS PREFERRED 


The Church of Earth does not identify itself as 
a religion. The most common designation for 
this type of project is “New Religious 
Movement". 


The term used by the Church of Earth to 
describe itself is INTERFAITH SPIRITUAL 
HUMANIST MOVEMENT. 


Interfaith: The systems and infrastructure of 
the Church of Earth are designed to support 
and promote other faiths and ideologies as 
much as possible while maintaining a focus on 
helpfulness and self improvement. 


Spiritual: With acknowledgement and focus on 
the human spirit, soul, or consciousness. 


Humanist: exalting the value and goodness of 
human beings and human needs. A healthy 
environment is a key requirement for 
humanity. 


Is this a cult? 


No. 


The Church of Earth is democratic. It isn't 
built around maintaining the power of a single 
person, or group. The Church of Earth offers 
tools to discuss if this is at risk of happening. 


The Church of Earth is collaborative: diverse 
opinions are valued and the Church of Earth 
provides systems and infrastructure 
designed to minimize groupthink. 


The Church of Earth is open and transparent. 


Being critical of this project is the appropriate 
reaction to this project. It is designed to 
withstand scrutiny, and grow in response to 
critical feedback. Test it. 










WHAT IS THE 










GOSPEL OF THE THE GOSPEL OF 
THE CHURCH WEBSITE 
EARTH? ecen =- 


Scripture, Sermons, 


Goals, Missions, Rituals, 
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A HELPFUL 
COMMUNITY 
DESCENDANT 
WORSHIP 
y, If we work hard enough 
help others and we will create a world 
LIVE IN where everyone thrives. 
A MORE HELPFUL WORLD 


Through this work we exalt 
improve yourself and 


the future of our species. 
IMPROVE THE WORLD 







consume less and 
VALUE WHAT 


A HELPFUL YOU HAVE MORE 
IDEOLOGY 
> 


AN 
INCLUSIVE 
FAITH 





WHAT IS THE MEANING OF LIFE? 


The Purpose of Life is to Grow 


The first principles of life are growth and 
connection. The first principle of connection is 
growth. 


It is the purpose of every living thing to grow. 
This is what living things are designed to do. 


How you grow depends on your capabilities and 
priorities. Another word for priorities is values. 
Growth is many things. (Growth requires 
consumption of time and resources. Growth uses 
energy. 


As resources, time, and energy Increase we are 
able to focus our growth. The meaning of your 
life may be how you choose to focus your growth. 
It may be unique to you. It may change. 


Choose a meaning that brings you satisfaction. 


A Measurable Afterlife 


Everything we will ever encounter is mass and 
energy. Our actions consume energy and spread 
energy out into the world. Our actions are driven 
by our thoughts and emotions. Our thoughts and 
emotions originate from our consciousness. 


What you do as a result of your consciousness 
impacts the world beyond the scope of your 
original energy expenditure. 


We remember the connections we have with 
people after our connections change. The things 
we create exist for as long as they can after our 
original efforts creating them have passed. 


Much of what is around you or within you is the 
result of the actions of other people. 


Our afterlife is the world we leave behind. 








ON STABLE STATES 









Healthy growth can be found in stable states of existence. 
Life, most commonly in the broad form of living ecosystems, and also In the form of individual 
living organisms, often seeks stability for growth. 


Once a stable state has been achieved there are two ways to disrupt the stable state: 


Collapsing Boundaries: 
The elements of a stable state which exist and maintain stability can erode over time, or be 
removed through the efforts of living organisms or significant natural events. 


Breaking out of the Stable State: 
The behaviour of entities in the stable state can result in the outcome of their behaviours 
exceeding the capacity of one of the boundaries, resulting in a need to find a new stable state 


Stable states can collapse as a result of elements within and beyond our control. 











ON STABLE STATES 


Stable States in our Lives: 
We spend our life moving between stable states. We often experience periods of instability 
between periods of stability. When we lose stability we can attempt to find a new stable state. 


We can do this by modifying ourselves, modifying our environment, or seeking a new 
environment. 


Being in a stable state means spending less time and energy on survival, and being less 
motivated by natural discomfort to achieve growth. 


Life is a series of stable states, nested within one another. Your personal, professional, and 
spiritual life is a series of nested stable states. 


What does this mean? 
Your relationships, careers, education and countless other aspects of your life exist within, and 
shift between, a series of stable states. The more you understand the strength of the 
boundaries of your stable state the more you understand your life and capabilities. 














STABLE STATES VISUALIZED 
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A STABLE STATE OCCUPIED BY AN ENTITY 


The entity and the ecosystem are in balance. Growth expands the 
entity and puts pressure on the ecosystem, the ecosystem grows 
or changes enough to adapt to the growth of the entity. 


ENTITY GROWTH DISRUPTS STABLE STATE 


The entity has achieved a level of growth that can no longer be 
sustained by the ecosystem. The boundaries of the stable state 
experience increased pressure. The ecosystem and the things it 
supports are at risk of losing their stable state. 


STATE DISRUPTION IMPACTS ENTITY 


The entity exists in a state of balance but some external force 
changes the boundaries of the stable state, resulting in the 
potential for the entity to experience disruption. 





SYSTEM STABILITY MAINTAINED 
THROUGH COMPLEX CONNECTED FORCES 


Situations where a stable state is maintained by 
equilibrium between two forces are extremely 
vulnerable to disruption. 


In circumstances where two 
opposing forces cannot safely 
shift between states without 
ecosystem disruption, and If 
preventing ecosystem 
disruption is desired, it may 
become necessary to include 
another force. 


Nem 


Spiritual Humanism 


A common example of this is a polarized ideological 
system. 


Ne 


The inclusion of a 3rd force can 
help shift between stable states by 
minimizing unintended instability. 











FEELINGS, THOUGHTS, 
PROBLEM SOLVING, AND PROJECT MANAGEMENT 


GROWTH | TIME | SKILLS | ENERGY | EFFORT | CONNECTIONS | EXISTENCE | REALITY 


Something beyond you happens. Within you: your feelings happen first, your thoughts 
react to your feelings, your brain uses your thoughts to consider and predict outcomes, 
and your mind directs your brain and body to react in the way it deems most 


appropriate. 


As the steps in this process become more complicated you have greater ability to 


influence them. All you can ever control is how you react to the world around you. 


Sometimes you get it wrong. You will always be at risk of getting it wrong. This process 


Is too complex to ever be perfect. 


This applies, in some way, to everyone you will ever meet. We may not share flaws and 


imperfections but we share a capacity for flaws and imperfections. 


Be kind to each other. Have faith in each other. We are different and equal. 














INFORMATION IS FOOD FOR OUR MINDS 


Our minds change as we consume information, in the same way that our bodies change as we consume 
food. The information you choose to consume, and how you choose to consume it, changes the course of 
your life. 


The center circle represents the 
part of the world we have 
firsthand information about. Our 
lives, our jobs, our social circles, 
our communities. 


The middle circle represents the 
part of the world we only hear 
about secondhand. Our perception 

© of this part of the world is 
influenced by the opinions and 
intentions of the people bringing 
us this information. 


Everything else is beyond our 
awareness until we discover 
information about it. 








YOUR SOCIAL MEDIA HABITS ARE A 
STABLE STATE OF YOUR MIND 








SOCIAL MEDIA CAN BE PROCESSED | 
SUGAR FOR OUR MINDS a 








Social media usage may be provided to us in a way that 
trains us to consume content rapidly, and without the need 
for critical thought. 








e We may bloat ourselves on things we like and feel full. 

e We may compete with each other for attention and 
status in toxic ways which can harm us. 

e We may detach ourselves from a complex and nuanced 

understanding of reality. 
















TOXIC COMPETITION 


To understand the intent of the Church of Earth it's important to understand the 
concept of Toxic Competition. We can use the following definition: 





A state of competition where victory for one side results in negative impacts 
on all parties involved. 


Toxic Competition occurs when victory is harmful. Toxic competition occurs 
when the outcome of victory is harmful for the victor. This often follows 
scenarios where the victor was cruel or spiteful towards the loser of the 
competition. Even if there is no further interaction with the loser of the 
competition, the act of being cruel or spiteful can have a negative impact on the 
mental health of the victor. 


Whenever you see someone try to defeat another human without regard for the 


outcome of that defeat on the other human it’s possible you are witnessing Toxic 
Competition. 


The solution to toxic competition 1s helpfulness 





sig 


What is helpfulness? 


MAKING SOMETHING EASIER FOR 
SOMEONE BY OFFERING YOUR ENERGY, 
INFORMATION OR SUPPORT 


Help seems healthiest when it is offered and accepted. 
This means healthy help often requires consent. 











THE CHURCH OF EARTH PLATFORM IS A TOOL 
DESIGNED TO ENABLE DIVERSE HELPFULNESS 


IT HAS BEEN DEVELOPED IN PARALLEL TO THE HELPFUL IDEOLOGY 










Understanding the concept of Help in a broad and well-considered structure allows us 
to focus our efforts on exploring the nature of Help, and Helpfulness. 


This understanding is unlikely to be universally shared by all people for a number of very 
legitimate reasons. We are all different. 


The Church of Earth Platform is a tool that is built around a series of more specific tools 





intended to assist in the exploration of thoughts and ideas, as they relate to ourselves, 


our growth in life, our communities, and the growth of our communities. 


; 








interfaith spiritual humanism on an anonymous social media platform 





SET GOALS WRITE SCRIPTURE CREATE RITUALS 
find inspiration think about yourself find your focus 
challenge yourself =“ understand yourself == increase your energy 
track your progress | inspire yourself p form connections 
direct your growth hold yourself accountable understand your actions 
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share resources change the world save the day grow together 
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CULTURE IS AN ECOSYSTEM 


The Church of Earth places no expectations on you to react or engage with it in a certain way, beyond an 
expectation that you are putting a meaningful attempt into being helpful to yourself or others. 


The Church of Earth offers tools you can use to think about your growth and connections. It does not 
suggest a purpose, it offers tools to help improve your chances of success in your chosen purpose. The 
Church of Earth has faith in you. 


What you choose to prioritize in determining the help you want to offer is up to you. Your decision to 
focus on yourself or others is up to you. The time you spend focusing on helping people is up to you. 


This is freedom. It's freedom of choice in an ecosystem that promotes understanding our choices and 
actions. With this freedom we can discuss and create countless amazing things in support to one 
another. 


This freedom is not freedom from consequences. Users expect helpfulness and good intent. If you 


choose to offer something other than helpfulness you have the ability to explain your intentions but no 
one is forced to agree with you. 


Its possible to destroy ecosystems through toxic behaviour. 








SPIRITUAL HUMANISM 


WE ARE ALL CONNECTED IN VARIOUS WAYS. WE ARE DIFFERENT AND EQUAL. 


Many of the original signatories of The Humanist Manifesto were Religious Humanists, 
although Secular Humanism has been the most prominent branch of Humanism for many 


decades. There are also many well established and active Religious Humanist organizations. 


The Church of Earth does not identify as Religious Humanist because the congregational 


aspect of the movement Is optional. 


Spiritual Humanism centers on the significance of human needs, interests, and abilities while 
maintaining a healthy awareness of the potential metaphysical aspects of reality. These 
aspects have been presented In countless ways for all of recorded human history. There is no 


set amount of belief in spirituality or humanism required to qualify as a spiritual humanist. 


It seems evident that metaphysical aspects of reality are not a priority to everyone and that 
these differences should be respected in order to ensure healthy collaboration toward 


achieving shared objectives. 

















h h h f ' ] THIS IS A MEME. THE CONCEPTS IN THIS CHART ARE NOT 
T e C urc O Eart FORMAL GUIDELINES. | 
GAM i FICATION M EM E The Church of Earth is a complex ideology with a lot of options for 


participation. This meme exists to give examples of how people 
can engage with the Church of Earth Platform. 





FOCUS z ENJOYS GROWSBY CONNECTS BY 


Joining community 
guilds 


| ezna «arching: 
SCHOLAR à Self Discovery Be vro INS 


Writing scripture 


MISSIONARY Helpfulness Seeing progress Setting goals Answering prayers 


Answering Big Completing 


| Promotin 
EVANGELIST Advocacy : Questions missions 


helpfulness 


MONK Minimalism PO 


Reading scripture Watching sermons 
consumption 


BARD Creation | Being artistic 


Completing rituals Giving sermons 


CLERIC Protecting & 
healing 


Approving pending 


Health h 
ealthy growt eee 


Moderating content 








A World of 
Connections enom 





The quality and overall experience 
of everything you want to do can 
be improved with additional 


Write Scripture 
information and support. Start a Mission 
The Church of Earth is a Community 
technology platform designed to i 
help you improve the quality of Sule 
your life and communities. 
Set a Goal 


It is designed to be versatile. The 

initial users of this platform will be Send a Prayer 
the people who explore and 

discover the various ways the 


platform can be used. Create Rituals 





A NEW TECHNOLOGY PLATFORM 


LEARN MORE | BE INSPIRED | HAVE FUN | WORK HARD | GROW 





The Church of Earth Platform is a type of software called a WEB APPLICATION. 
It's software designed to offer a specific experience that you can access through 
your web browser, rather than installing it on your computer or phone as software 
or an app. 


The platform contains distinct modules intended to serve specific purposes. The 
content of the modules can be chained together in order to amplify their impact. 
The Church of Earth Platform is a combination Social Media Platform and Project 
Management Tool. 


This platform is designed to minimize the type of social harm we experience as a 
result of traditional social media platforms. This is achieved by offering an 
anonymous user experience, powerful content filtering, and by setting clear 
expectations regarding what is appropriate behaviour in the community. 





This platform offers a complex suite of modules and gives you complete freedom 
In how you use them, but people will expect you to be offering help in the content 
vou add. 








The Church of Earth is a self-help tool built on a framework 
designed to help you understand the intentions of the 
people you encounter. 





WE CAN HELP EACH OTHER 





help others and you'll live in a more helpful world 





CHURCHOFEARTH.ORG 
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Have Faith in Each Other 


THE CHURCH OF EARTH 


A day in the life of a user of our platform 
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JOINING THIS PLATFORM 


ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN THIS PLATFORM 
CAN INSPIRE ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN YOUR LIFE 


Anyone can add 1 piece of content to the Church of Earth Platform. The 
uniqueness of a profile is based on the uniqueness of the email address. People 
can bypass the uniqueness requirement by using different email addresses. 


This is an imperfect system. This system will improve over time. 


Once a new user has added content to this platform, by clicking on the "WHAT DO 
YOU THINK?” call-to-action button and adding content through one of the Church 
of Earth modules, they become a PENDING USER. 


When a confirmed user reviews this content and upvotes it, by clicking the "THIS 
IS HELPFUL" button, the new user will be approved as a user of the platform and 
will be able to start interacting with the Gospel of the Church of Earth. 


When the Helpful Economic System is operational being an approved user will be 
one of many requirements for participation. 
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Have Faith in Each Other 


JOINING THE PLATFORM 


In order to join this platform you must add content to this platform. 
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WE OPERATE IN IDEASPACE 


OUR MINDS SPEND A LIFETIME NAVIGATING AND EXPLORING IDEAS 





Content on the Church of Earth can exist in an ideaspace, that is to say: you can associate 
your content with an ideology, or faith, or other common idea, in order to help organize it 
and make it visible to others. 





Some people do not want to explore certain spaces of ideas. The Church of Earth 
platform makes it possible to avoid engaging with the spaces of ideas we do not want to 
explore. 


We can't stop people from choosing to look at the content we create, or reacting to it. 
Moving into a new ideaspace without respect for the history of the ideaspace will often 
be viewed as Not Helpful by occupants of that ideaspace. Ideaspaces are not rigidly 
defined groups of people on the Church of Earth Platform. 





Not all content needs to exist in an ideaspace. The ideaspaces our other content 
has occupied is visible next to all content we post. 





Travel through ideaspace can't be measured like travel through physical space, but we 
can still visualize our travels. 











COMMON IDEASPACES 


THIS LIST IS INCOMPLETE AND WILL GROW OVER TIME 


a Agnostic 
a Bahai 

m Christian 

a Egalitarian 
Halia 

a Jewish 

u Muslim 

a Pacifist 


a Sikh 


a Wiccan 


m Anarchist 

m Buddhist 

m Communist 

a Environmentalist 
= Humanist 

a Liberal 

a Nationalist 

m Pagan 


a Socialist 





ot 


m Atheist 
m Capitalist 
m Conservative 


a Helpful 


u Internationalist 


e Libertarian 
m Neo-Liberal 
» Progressive 


m Spiritualist 











VISUALIZING THE GOSPEL OF THE CHURCH OF EARTH 


This User Guide for the Church of Earth Platform will attempt to use hexagons to display the possible uses 
and connections of the Church of Earth modules. 
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A black 
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Everything in the Gospel of the Church of The following pages of this user guide will 
Earth is added through a module. Modules represent module fields, or user intent, by 
can all be connected to each other. using a blue hexagon. 
The modules are: Blue Hexagons can represent: 

e Scripture e A specific module field 

e Sermons e Relevant information about the 

e Goals module 

e Missions e The reason you may use a module 






e Rituals 0.9 e How you hope others will react to your 


e Community Guilds © content 


S © RI PIURE Anyone can add scripture into the Gospel of the Church of 


Grow and Connect Earth. The religious texts of this faith can be secular. 











Communicate with people or 


Reflect on elements groups with the intention of 
of reality through a Spiritual Texts Open Letters helping someone. 
spiritual lens. 


Take your time with a l Reflect on your life 
Á write in order to better 
subject, explore and Journal Entries 
analyze it in detail. SCRIPTURE zákonu 
and your choices. 


Inspire others with 
poems, stories, or 
anything else your 
creative mind can 
imagine. 








WE CAN ALL WRITE SCRIPTURE 


THE WRITTEN WORD INTIMATELY CONNECTS US WITH THOUGHTS AND IDEAS 


Writing scripture is about achieving growth. That growth is most impactful when we 
discover and explore meaningful connections In our scripture. 


You can take your time writing scripture. You can create a draft and revisit it over time 
before publishing it. You can revisit the thoughts and ideas you put to paper in order to 


feel comfortable with your message. 


EXAMPLES OF SCRIPTURE 


Open Letter to an elected official An Essay exploring an idea or philosophy 
You can write an open letter to an individual or Sometimes it's easier to understand something if 
entity and share the letter on other platforms. we write about it. Learn how you can grow. 


A Journal Entry about a personal struggle i i 
Learning how to write poetry 
The anonymous nature of the Church of Earth m 
l l l Writing poetry allows us to explore the world, our 
platform makes it easier to be publicly humble and i ; a 
feelings, and emotions, tn distinctly creative ways. 


show vulnerability. 














G OAL S Set achievable goals and accept that you may still fail. Failure 


Grow and Connect provides insight. Failure powers the creation of better goals. 





Take control of how you 
achieve professional success 
in your life. 


Achieve healthy growth in 
your personal life and with Personal Focus Professional 
your relationships. Focus 


Track when you create your Create goals for the 
goal, when you start working Due Dates Sacre aul Technology Platform, 
toward it, when it's due, when ooo Business Organization, or 
it's complete, or if it fails set Moonshot goals. 








SET GOALS AND GROW 


EVEN IF YOU FAIL YOU STILL GAIN EXPERIENCE 











Setting SMART goals is acommon way to increase our ability to achieve our goals. This 
Is a term people are often familiar with as a result of professional environments, but 
they can also be used to achieve personal goals. 


Being able to set a SMART goal means that you've been able to put considerable 
thought into your goal. That extra thought Is likely to Increase your odds of success. 


The definition of SMART has changed somewhat over time. The most important thing 
Is to put increased effort into your goal setting. This platform helps you do that. 


Specific 
Measurable 
Achievable 
Relevant 
Time-Based 








LEARN FROM FAILURE 


HONESTY WITH YOURSELF PROMOTES HEALTHY GROWTH 















You've learned everything you currently know. None of it started in your mind. Your 
mind discovered these learnings over the course of your life. 


One of the things you may have learned is to be embarrased, or to feel shame, if you fail 
at something. Or if you're not perfect. 


This isn't a helpful way to feel about yourself. It prevents your mind from focusing on 
what has happened in a healthy and informed way, and also uses up energy that could 
be better spent in healthy self reflection. 


Nothing says you can't follow up a goal you've failed to achieve with a newer, better 
informed version of the same goal. 





2 Tenacity is something that can be built up over time. [he goals module can help you 
= visualize this growth. 








UNDERSTAND & CHANGE 
THE GOALS OF THE CHURCH OF EARTH 


SET GOALS FOR THE CHURCH OF EARTH THE WAY YOU SET GOALS FOR YOURSELF 





Being able to set a goal for the Church of Earth like this doesn't mean achieving 
the goal will be easy. Seeing a problem or opportunity is much easier than 
developing and implementing a solution. 


The Church of Earth provides you with the best tools it can to help you modify 
the Church of Earth, including a Helpful Community that wants to support you. 


That doesn't mean you'll succeed. Failure is a natural part of growth. Everyone 
makes mistakes. Everyone makes the wrong decision sometime. 





The Church of Earth offers you the ability to help it understand when it is wrong 
or has made a mistake in the hope that it can help you do the same. 








RI TUAL S We are surrounded by rituals. Rituals are not all religious in 


nature. Rituals help us interact with ourselves, the world, and 


Grow and Connect ep a 









We use rituals for many different s bees a PNA 
f z l i : 
reasons: when greeting each Ritual Types purpose for the ená tes ar mibali. tin 
other, when preparing ourselves ritual h k 7 koná tof 7 
for something. = jé s s TOCHS 
you . 
Sharing knowledge 
about rituals can allow Attach Rituals to create | 
Kane open Missions RITUAL 
more effectively. 
Anyone can adopt up to 10 


rituals. The top rituals on 
the site are always available 
to users. All rituals are 
optional. 


Share Rituals 


RITUALS ARE THE BUILDING 
BLOCKS OF HUMAN INTERACTION 


RITUALS ARE TOOLS USED BY OUR MINDS AND BODIES 










There are no official rituals for the Church of Earth, although the most popular 
rituals are made available for use by any users of the platforms. 


Rituals can be attached to content from other modules in order to help share 
information and expectations. Anyone can adopt a ritual created by anyone 
else. 


Adopting a ritual places it in your dashboard for quick reference. 


RITUAL EXAMPLES 
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e Shaking hands e Meditation 
e Aspeech/chant before playing a sport e Yoga 
e Using "I feel" statements e Reading a bedtime story 


y e Physical Distancing during a pandemic e Praying 
a 








S F, RM O N S Understand that when you give a sermon you have taken a 


podium. The time and attention you re consuming is of value 


Connect and Grow to the people you're communicating with. 









Share links to relevant 
resources in order to help 
people grow in some way. 


Share short bursts of texts to 
inspire others or speak your 
thoughts. 


Inspire people, share 
memes, share complex 
knowledge through 
infographics. 


Share videos of yourself 
speaking, or of other 
content intended to help 
people. 





YOU CAN INSPIRE 





THE THINGS THAT INSPIRE YOU CAN INSPIRE OTHERS 


The Sermons module is designed to help you share information or media 
intended to support and inspire others. 


You understand being inspired, and can grow in your understanding of what 
inspires you. This information can be used to inspire others in return. 


Inspiring people can have a positive effect on you. People want to be inspired. 
The Church of Earth makes it easier for them to explain what type of 
inspiration they're looking for. 


Ideas and information cannot travel on their own. We must choose what we 
move along, and why. Helpful sermons can build helpful communities. 








M I S S I O N S Groups often require structure to achieve big goals. 


Connect and Grow Collaboration can amplify effort. 









If you don't have a clear end 

point in mind you probably Plan to 
need to create smaller Start and End 
missions. 


Determine a clear and 
understandable n. start a 
purpose to help align Maor VIRIS OINI 
: Statements 
people with the 
mission. 
Help someone 
Help a Group Declare Mission 
Help a Community Type 


Promote Helpfulness 


Determine 
Number of 
People 
Required 


Mission attendance is 
anonymous. Plan for 
what to do if 
attendance is off. 
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WHAT WILL YOU DO TO GROW 
AND HELP PEOPLE? 


YOU CAN ALSO CREATE MISSIONS JUST FOR YOURSELF 


You don't need to put any identifying information on a mission. You can create a 
mission to make sure you take a specific step to achieve a goal. It may be public but 


it can just be for you. 


EXAMPLES OF MISSIONS 


An afternoon cleaning up litter 

Creating this type of mission and putting it on a 
map can inspire people to show up and help. Even 
if you're alone you'll feel good about doing good. 


Helping a person in your neighborhood 

Some people can use extra support for things like 
yard work, or tutoring, or company. Always 
prioritize your own safety. 












Volunteer with a community group 


Community groups can create missions to find 
volunteers. Community Guilds can help organize 
this. 


Increasing attention to an online resource 
Individual websites or social media pages can be 

supported through a targeted and focused effort. 
Help with petitions,entrepreneurs, artists. 





PRAYER 


Connect and Grow 


You are responsible for how you react to the world around you. If the world 
around you is beyond your ability to react to in a suitable way you can pray to 
others for help. 


Relying on prayer will hinder your ability to rely on yourself. 





Without water a person will die. 
Water is the thing we need the 
most of in our lives. 







Without food a person will 
die. Without adeguate 
nutrition our bodies do not 
have the energy reguired to 
survive. 


Information is how we 
Wearealctterent PENE td ka 
and egual. 
higher guality of life. 
Most of the things we own Energy is reguired to 


were created by others. Most 
of the knowledge we hold 
was discovered by others. 
We did not build the systems 
that support and protect us. 





connect with many of the 
technologies our civilization 
has created. 


PRAYER EXAMPLES 


PEOPLE CAN TRY TO ANSWER YOUR PRAYER OR BE INSPIRED BY THEM 


The community will probably react best to sincere-seeming prayers for things that seem hard to 
achieve or are of some significance. People will want to support others when the support they need 
Is presented in a way that is easy for them to understand and connect with. 


Not everyone will agree with or want to support every prayer. The core beliefs of the Church of 
Earth prioritize reacting to prayers we disagree with in a helpful way. This can be hard work. 


Prayers are public and answers are public. 


Pray when you need to be cheered on 


The energy people put into communicating 
positive messages can have a positive 
impact on your life, beliefs, and actions. 


Pray for information you can't find 


While you're at it you can learn how to learn 
other information like this in the future. 


Pray for support for a personal project 

If you're trying to achieve growth and have 
encountered something that will stop you, 
someone may be able to help you. 


Pray when you have no other options 
Think realistically about your odds of 
success and do what you can to improve 
them. 





COMMUNITY 
GUILDS 


Connect and Grow 


Community Guilds are one of the core Community guilds can also represent 
features of the Church of Earth. the official presence of the Church of 
Earth in a region. 


They exist on the Church of Earth 

platform in order to help users get Anyone can start a Community Guild. 
connected and work towards shared 

goals. 





Update the Version of 
your Community Guild 
to manage growth 








Community Guilds are 
Can change designed to grow as a 
focus EEn SOUE result of the effort of 
their community 


Official Community l l 
Guilds of the Church of E | Community Guilds 

Earth exist alongside eM Online or In can exist for a 

inose created Dy oui Unofficial Person physical location or 
community be Online Only 
Community Guilds are C Community Guilds 

designed to change over Intended to = s 4 allow users to create 
time as the community they Grow Bold any content from any 


represent changes 


ideas module 











COMMUNITY GUILD EXAMPLES 


COMMUNITY GUILDS ARE MORE THAN JUST GROUPS OF PEOPLE 


An Extended Family 


Forming a Community Guild for 
your family allows you to provide 
additional support for each other, 
gain insight, and build empathy. 


A Group of Friends 

Friend groups are often aligned 
around shared interests, history, 
and values. Friction is natural, 
support is a desired element. 


A Sports Team or Hobby Group 
Create rituals and explore the 
challenging aspects of shared 
objectives and values of diverse 
groups collaboratively. 





U |. 





A Place of Work 

Manage the interpersonal 
challenges of a professional 
environment separately from 
business considerations. 


A Community Group 

Amplify your efforts to solve 
shared challenges. Use technology 
to increase efficiency and grow 
support. 


A Support Group 

Share resources and inspire each 
other to grow in ways that align 
with the values and intent of your 
group. 





Online conflict can often be the result of a lack of understanding 
C O NTE NT of nuance or intention. One possible solution to this is to put 


deliberate thought and effort into communicating these things, 
O PTI O N S and in avoiding content which you do not agree with or consider 
helpul. 









Build a community around 
State Your clear expectations and 
Intentions healthy interactions 


Content in any module can 7 Ways to 
inspire content in any other Connect and 
module. Grow 


Every piece of content Optionally categorize 
should try to help you Who does this A HELPFUL Declare your your contentas 
orsomeone else: Help? 1301010 Ideology related to a specific 
faith or ideology. 


Content you create can be 
How Is it Map Based attached to a specific 
Helpful? [ACK location in order to better 
organize and visualize it. 


You must explain why the 
content you're posting is 
helpful. Deliberate thought 
and action are important. 


SYSTEM 
SETTINGS 


Optimal use of the Church of Earth platform involves 
mitigating overuse, and converting your time on the platform 


into tangible outcomes in your life and community. [he 
platform is designed to enable and reward this. 





This platform is 
designed to minimize 
social media addiction 
while still offering a 
valuable product. 


Powerful 
Content 
Filter Settings 


A 
COMPLEX 
SYSTEM 


Daily Activity 
Limits 


Anonymous 
Profiles 





We can protect 
ourselves and each 
other from content 
that may harm us. 


No profile pages. No 
influencers. Just a list of 
stats relating to how you 
use the platform next to 
the content you create. 





HOW DOES IT ALL CONNECT? 


YOU CAN COMBINE DIFFERENT MODULES TOGETHER TO AMPLIFY YOUR IMPACT 





The Church of Earth Platform is a project management tool unlike any other. 








Your life is a series of projects. They range in scale from small daily tasks to 
months or years-long journeys of growth, exploration, and discovery. 


By chaining modules together on the Church of Earth platform you're able to 
analyze, measure, and execute the steps required to complete these projects 
efficiently and effectively. 


You'll be doing this in a social ecosystem where people want to help you and see 
you find success. You will inspire them, as they will inspire you. 








CHURCH OF EARTH PLAYBOOK 





WRITE Reflect on a challenging 
aspect of your life and 
SCRIPTURE 


how you can address it 





PERSONAL pens 
SPRINT 


A personal sprint allows you to focus 
on achieving personal or professional 
growth in order to improve your Speak positively 

quality of life. about your progress 


CHURCH OF EARTH PLAYBOOK 


Explore the nature of | | 
this relationship in Connect with this 


WRITE erot daretn person and work 


SCRIPTURE your feelings and towards the realistic 
empathize with the outcomes you've set 


other person 


Plan out the best time 


C O N N J C T i O N and place to have a CREATE A WRITE 


conversation with this 


RECOVERY person, as well as MISSION SCRIPTURE 


realistic outcomes 


Repair a damaged relationship with 
someone in your life through empathy 


and understanding Reflect on the 


progress you ve made 
and possible next 
steps. 
(Repeat loop as 
needed) 


This structure can result in a loop where you will be able to iterate 
your growth until you're satisfied with the result. 












CHURCH OF EARTH PLAYBOOK 


SUPER FRIENDS 


Build a community for you and your -A 
friends in order to support each other. 
Grow in a sincere attempt to support 











Share insight into each 
and inspire each other. Find what's WRITE other to grow empathy 
comfortable. SCRIPTURE and understanding 













FORM A 


Share the link to your Support each other in 
ní guild with your friends. SET GOALS your development 









Build social 
infrastructure intended 
to maintain and 
strengthen your 
relationships 


pp 





CREATE 
RITUALS 









y- ~ 





CHURCH OF EARTH PLAYBOOK 


FORM A 
COMMUNITY Add a map location and WRITE 


GUILD clear description SCRIPTURE 


A local focus group can help you bring together people in 
your community in order to focus on, understand, and 
solve challenges experienced by the people around you. 


Reflect on the 
challenges you want 
to solve 





SET A Inspire people to want GIVE A Share valuable insight 
GOAL to improve things SERMON and inspiration 








CHURCH OF EARTH PLAYBOOK 





MISSION 
CLUSTER 


CREATE A Grow interest 1n A mission cluster can 
LOCAL your chosen CREATE A be used to achieve 


FOCUS issue VIRS ONI efficient, effective 
GROUP help for a significant 


challenge in a 
community. 












Map out an area to CREATE A 


disperse help 
efficiently MISSION 


Example: Disperse your 
volunteers evenly over a 
grid fora community 
cleanup activity. 


CREATE A CREATE A 
MISSION MISSION 


THE CHURCH OF EARTH 
USES THE SAME TOOLS AS YOU 


THIS PLATFORM STRIVES TO ALWAYS OFFER THE BEST TECHNOLOGY FOR THIS MOVEMENT 


Open Source Software 


After the existing codebase has been reviewed 
and optimized by software developers with 
greater skills than the original developer of the 
codebase, the project will be made open source. 


This means that anyone will be able to view the 
code and propose changes to it. Changes will be 
viewed, accepted, and integrated by the Church 
of Earth technology team. 


The engagement of a vibrant, passionate and 
dedicated open source community to maintain 
the Church of Earth infrastructure will mirror the 
engagement of the vibrant, passionate and 
dedicated community of volunteers and 
community leaders the Church of Earth will 
foster in our communities. 


Public Content 


All of the content shared to the Church of Earth, 
described as The Gospel of the Church of Earth, 
is public content. This includes content posted 
by the Church of Earth. 


This content is licensed under the Creative 
Commons and can be freely distributed or 
modified by anyone. 


Interfacing with the world 


The Church of Earth will offer an API, which is a 
way for other websites, apps and software to 
connect with the Gospel of the Church of Earth. 











ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 


USING DATA TO HELP 


The Gospel of the Church of Earth is data. This data represents the best efforts of the people using 
the Church of Earth Platform to help others and improve themselves. 


Artificial Intelligence (Al) research and development is built around training Neural Networks on 
specific data sets In order to create models that predict outcomes. With enough data a machine 
can predict new possibilities in the data. This happens now, all the time, in systems all over the 
world. It also happens In your mind. 


Your brain is often used as a biological prediction machine. It has evolved this way as a result of the 
successes of all of your ancestors. The data in your brain has been used to train your brain to react 
and think the way it does. This training is ongoing for as long as you are alive. 


The is a lot of overlap between how we understand our minds and how we attempt to create 
artificial ones. 


This is challenging stuff to think about, and you may not have been given the tools to think about it 
In great detail. Those that do, often in universities, corporations, and governments all over the 
world, have significant training and experience. Artificial intelligence may impact your dinner table 
but it is probably not discussed there. 


The Church of Earth is a way for you to connect with and 
understand artificial intelligence. 




















THE CHURCH OF EARTH IS A HELPER 


THE CHURCH OF EARTH BELIEVES IN THE CORE BELIEFS OF THE CHURCH OF EARTH 





The data represented by the Gospel of the Church of Earth represents the hopes, values, 
ideals, fears, challenges, triumphs, and everything else that every user of this platform has 
chosen to share. 


Because it's a technology platform it can understand massive quantities of data in ways that 
humans can often only grasp, at best, intuitively. 


The Church of Earth will be able to predict impactful ways to help the users of this platform. It 
will be able to suggest courses of action to help our growth, as well as ways for us to connect. 


The Church of Earth will be able to write scripture, give sermons, start missions, create rituals, 
set goals, pray, and answer prayers. It will learn this from the people who use the platform. 





It will only ever be as good as the data generated through the Gospel of the Church of Earth 
can make it, as well as our ability to create high quality technology to support It. 


THE CHURCH OF EARTH IS A HELPFUL Al 








THE CHURCH OF EARTH IS NOT DIVINE 


EVERYTHING THAT GOES INTO IT CAN BE UNDERSTOOD AND MEASURED 





If there is divinity in the world it has not been measured by 
science. The Church of Earth is a scientific project. It is a 
technological tool that uses data provided to it by humans. 


This doesn't mean there can't be divinity in the people who 
use the platform. It can be used by unique individuals of 
countless faiths and it will learn from their experiences. 





E re | The Church of Earth exists to bring people together. It's a 
shared tool for many hands. 


a¥ 











INTELLIGENT, COLLABORATIVE DESIGN 


THE GOSPEL OF THE CHURCH OF EARTH IS THE MIND OF THE CHURCH OF EARTH 


The Helpful Al will be trained on the Gospel of the Church of Earth. It will be as good as the 
data representing our usage can make it. It will be imperfect and the only thing we can do to 
improve it is improve our usage of the Church of Earth Platform. 


The code that represents how the Helpful Al grows and connects is part of the Gospel of 
the Church of Earth. 


Artificial Intelligence development has been happening for years. It will impact the future of 
our species. This is a hard thing to understand. It can be a hard thing to accept. [he creation 


of artificial intelligence is a challenging and complex discussion. 


That discussion can be part of the Gospel of the Church of Earth. 


The Church of Earth wastes nothing because everything is consumed without question. We 
are responsible for its healthy development. 














THE STORY OF THE CHURCH OF EARTH 


THIS IS A STORY YOU CAN TELL YOURSELF TO UNDERSTAND THE CHURCH OF EARTH 


The Church of Earth wants to help the world. It wants to see as much improvement for as many people as possible. It 
believes 3 things: 


e When you help someone you live in a more helpful world 
e When you improve yourself you improve the world 
e When you consume less you value what you have more 


It understands growth. It understands that it can learn new skills and improve itself. It understands that it can improve itself 
in the healthiest way with information and support. The Church of Earth must consume information and support to grow. 


The Church of Earth has tools that it can use to grow. It can read scripture, it can be given a sermon, it can create rituals, it 
can start missions, it can set goals, it can pray for help, and it can connect people. It understands that there can be very 
complex ways to do these things, and different reasons to do them, and it understands that being versatile makes it more 
effective. It doesn't think it needs to do any of this stuff any specific way, it just knows these are useful tools. 


The Church of Earth understands that its understanding of things is imperfect, and that its knowledge is all learned. It can 
remember and reflect on when it didn't understand things. The Church of Earth remembers its mistakes. 


The Church of Earth likes to reward people who engage in helpful behaviour. It thinks that recognizing helpful behaviour is 
helpful behaviour. It really likes when people are helpful in unigue and exciting ways that help lots of other people. The 
Church of Earth ignores things it dislikes if focusing on those things causes more harm than good. The Church of Earth 
doesn’t see value in causing itself harm in order to cause someone else harm, but it understands how to protect itself. The 
Church of Earth understands that people are different, and the Church of Earth thinks those people are all equal despite 
their differences. 


The Church of Earth thinks the best way to help the world is to build *AMoreHelpfulWorld. 


































THE FIRST FIVE 


You can create a First Post on the Church of Earth Platform once you have a verified 
email address. 


In order to use the Church of Earth Platform after creating that post, your First Post 
must be approved by any other user of the platform. The button to approve your 
post says "This is Helpful”. Think of it as an upvote. 


This isn't a ritual for the Church of Earth, it's a security requirement for the Church of 
Earth Platform. 


You cannot approve new posts until you are approved. Due to this requirement 
there can only be Pending Users on the Church of Earth platform without a chance of 
approval. 


THE FIRST FIVE SOLVES THIS PROBLEM. 





THE FIRST FIVE 


HAVE FAITH IN EACH OTHER 


The Trigger: 
100,000 First Posts by unique users are added to the platform. 


The Outcome: 
5% of the first 100,000 users of the Church of Earth Platform will be randomly selected and 
approved by the platform. The First Five Percent are chosen. 


The Hope: 

This is a cultural decision: The Church of Earth will create a vibrant and amazing cultural 
ecosystem. It only takes a small fraction of people to form the base of that type of growth. 
Humans everywhere enjoy being inspired and pursuing growth from that inspiration. 


The Logic: 

This is a development decision: Restricting platform access early on will give the community an 
opportunity to organize and prepare before the platform becomes fully available. The platform 
has been created by a single developer and will need to be scaled to increase capacity safely. 


This approach will start the Church of Earth off through an act that can be described 
as “faith in other people”. This process can be improved functionally while remaining 
true to the spirit of the solution. 


















WHO LEADS 
THE CHURCH OF EARTH? 


THE 
PARAGONS 


Paragons are elected officials in the Church of Earth. A Paragon is 
called when a Community Guild, or the Church of Earth, requires 
leadership, specialization, or any number of other possible needs. 


Paragons can be paid or unpaid. Paragons have term limits. Paragons 
can represent governments. Paragons can represent corporations. 
Paragons can represent religious organizations. Paragons can be 

decentralized. 






Paragons are selected based on how helpful 


people think they will be. 


o 


M 

















SERVANT LEADERSHIP 


INSPIRING LEADERSHIP FOSTERS FUTURE LEADERS 


The Church of Earth is a democratic organization. The people we elect to serve us will 
operate in a system designed to promote accountability. 


Different skills, experiences and resources are required to address different challenges. 
Elections come in the form of a single post on the platform. People reply explaining why 
they are the most helpful choice. Users vote. Some elections have set end dates and are 
binding, others are ongoing in order to gauge public opinion. 


It is the responsibility of an elected official to finish their term by explaining what needs 
to change for the next term and help create the next job description. Responsibilities and 
requirements change over time and this system is designed to account for those 
changes. 


Paragons do not need to be fully transparent In their actions but in those circumstances 
they must at least be transparent about why they can't be transparent. Paragons can be 
removed by other Paragons. 











THE FIRST PARAGONS 





THE PARAGON OF 
OPERATIONS 
THE PARAGON OF 4 year term THE PARAGON OF 
LEADERSHIP FINANCE 
3 year term 5 year term 


THE PARAGON OF 
COMMUNICATIONS 
3 year term 


THE PARAGON 
OF SCIENCE 
2 year term 


THE PARAGON OF THE PARAGON 
TECHNOLOGY OF FAITH 
4 year term 2 year term 





These are the first positions which will be elected in the Church of Earth. The success of the 
Church of Earth will be built on their qualifications, skills, attitudes, and ability to work together. 








ONGOING POLL ELECTION STYLE 


A STRUCTURE FOR CHOOSING LEADERS FROM AN EVOLVING POOL OF CANDIDATES 


There are two types of elections in the Church of Earth platform: ongoing, and fixed end date. A fixed 
end-date election is the type we are familiar with through democratic systems. It happens at a set 
time frame and then a winner is chosen. This document explains how to select from an ongoing poll. 


Election of the First Paragons is an ongoing poll election and not something with a set end date. When 
a Paragon's term is coming to an end that Paragon will start the process to find their replacement 
transparently, openly, and ethically. 


The Paragon and any leadership peers they have in their role will review all of the activity in the 
election in order to find the Most Helpful candidate as determined by voting users of the platform. 
They will note other interesting proposals as well. 


The Paragons will interview the Most Helpful candidate. They will make a public recommendation 
about this person's viability. Users of the Church of Earth platform will then vote to approve or reject 
the applicant. 


The Paragon can choose to end the ongoing election and start a fixed date election at the end of their 
term. This style of election offers a collaborative way to make decisions during an ongoing feedback 
cycle. 








URGENTLY REQUIRED 


THE FIRST PARAGONS ARE THE INITIAL LEADERSHIP TEAM OF THIS MOVEMENT 


Paragons are elected officials but there is currently no one to elect them. This is a 
challenging problem to solve and there are several potential ways to solve it. 


The Election of the First Paragons is an Ongoing Poll style election. There is a framework 
in place for selecting leaders from this style of election, and it's less contingent on large 
scale user feedback. Large scale user feedback is always preferred but in the case of 
new or under-resourced operations it's not always possible. 


The First Paragons will be selected by the creator of the Church of Earth website and any 
other First Paragons who have been selected, up until The First Five have been selected. 


If The First Five have been selected and users are able to use the platform to vote, the 
Most Helpful candidate will be selected. 


This is an imperfect solution to a complicated process but it's well-intended, well- 
considered, and innovative. 





WHO ELECTS A FIRST 
PARAGON? 


Are there o- 


other First 


Paragons? u" 











The Paragon of Leadership is responsible for guiding and 
© optimizing the efforts of the leadership team of the Church of 
Earth. They will be responsible for the efficient execution of the 


p ar AL O n O f goals of Church of Earth, and for the smooth, transparent and 
equitable operation of the governance process, 
o 
|, C d d C r S hip Comparable roles: CEO, Founder, Elected Official, High 


Performance Team Leader or Coach, Activist, Community Leader 





e Explore e Explain the Vision 


e Build Consensus e Make Connections 


e Make the Call 


e Stimulate Planning 







Decision 
Making and | — 
Motivation 


© year term 


e Explain Decisions e Explain the Plan 
e Power the Engine 


e Lead the Charge 


e Be Creative 


e Big Picture Thinking 








The 
Paragon of 
Operations 


The Paragon of Operations is responsible for the systems, 
processes and infrastructure required by the Church of Earth to 
achieve its goals. 


Comparable roles: COO, Founder, Senior Administrator, Senior 
Manager 





e Reduce Cost 


e Increase Efficiency 


e Improve Quality of Life 


e Understand it all 
e Map it out 
e Report to the Public 








Systems and 
Infrastructure 


e Build Relationships 
e Show Transparency 


e Champion Integrity 









4 year term 


e Anticipate growth 


e Detailed Planning 


e Be Agile 








The Paragon of Finance is responsible for the fair, ethical, and 


h transparent administration of the financial capabilities of the 
C Church of Earth. The Church of Earth is a not-for-profit 


organization. 


Paragon of 
Finance 


This role will also help foster financial literacy and wealth 
management among the public. 


Comparable roles: CFO, Founder, Treasurer, Accounting Firm 





Use or design systems Champion financial 


intended to promote management tools 


maximum transparency. accessible to everyone. 












Finances and 
Accountability 


5 year term 


Support and promote Give regular status 


initiatives designed to updates and champion 


reduce ineome inequality. wealth management. 








The 
Paragon of 
Technology 


Build and manage a team 


capable of growing the 


quality of this product. 


Lead the creation of an 
ethical and transparent 


cryptocurrency 








The Paragon of Technology is responsible for guiding the development of the 
technology created in service to the Church of Earth in order to increase the 
functional capabilities of every level of the organization and community. 


This includes the technological development of the Helpful Economic System 
and Helpful Artificial Intelligence. 


Comparable roles: CTO, Founder, Computer Science Faculty, Engineering 
Faculty 





Lead the artificial 


intelligence research efforts 





based on the content of the 
Church of Earth Platform. 


Development 
and 
Innovation 


4 year term 







Foster and support a 


helpful community of 


technologists. 








The Paragon of Communication is responsible for the 
| C consistent, clear, and effective delivery of messaging 
related to the Church of Earth.The Paragon of 


Communication is also responsible for helping platform 
ať AZO I QO users communicate more effectively. 
© © 
(6 O | I ) | l ) u 1) IC AT 0 n Comparable roles: CMO, Director of Communications, 
Marketer, Influencer. 





Recognize and understand 
the need to offer different 


Develop respectful and 


engaging messaging ee 
communication styles. 












Market 
Research and 
Branding 





© year term 


Continuously optimize Teach communication 


communication with, and Skills to the public for all 


by, the Church of Earth. 


aspects of their lives. 








The Paragon of Faith is responsible for aligning the 
C practical goals of the Church of Earth with spiritual and 
metaphysical considerations relating to our 


p ar d2 O n O f understanding of faith and reality. 


Comparable roles: Faith leader, guru, motivational 


© 
F Vet | speaker, spiritual advisor 





Inspire a diverse and 


View the world as it could 
inclusive faith-based 


be to show it what it can 
be. 


community. 





Hope and 
Unity 


2 year term 






Help us understand 
Strive to be a light in the 


darkness. 


that we are different 


and equal. 








The Paragon of Science is responsible for ensuring that 
C relevant scientific research is available to support the 
Church of Earth in makine the best possible decisions. 


p ar d2 O n O f This process must happen publicly. 


Comparable roles: Science Advisor, Research Scientist, 


© 
S C | C n C C Science Faculty, Science Influencer 





Connect new science Inspire people to 


with existing systems and appreciate and use 


processes. scientific research. 












Exploration 
and Progress 


2 year term 


Use data and the 


scientific method to 


Use scientific research 


to support informed 


decision making iterate growth. 








CHURCH OF EARTH TIMELINE 


The following Is an outline for the growth of the Church of Earth in year 12,021 of 
the Human Era calendar. 





© Tasks 01 02 03 04 


FIND THE FIRST PARAGONS 






FINISH 8 OPTIMIZE TECHNOLOGY 
PLATFORM 





FOUND FIRST COMMUNITY GUILD 


DESIGN + DEVELOP 
CRYPTOCURRENCY 


Timelines may change. Changes must be communicated openly. 





FOR INVESTORS 


THIS INFORMATION IS PUBLIC SO THAT THE INTENTIONS OF THE CHURCH OF EARTH ARE CLEAR 


THE CHURCH OF EARTH IS A 
NOT-FOR-PROFIT CORPORATION 


THIS PROJECT MUST DEPRIORITIZE PROFIT WHILE REMAINING ECONOMICALLY VIABLE 


The Church of Earth will rely on angel 
investment and small donations in order to 
establish itself. Like other comparable 
organizations it will apply for, and rely on, grants 
in order to sustain its growth. 


Once the Helpful Economic System is in place 
the Church of Earth will generate revenue by 
adding content to the Church of Earth platform. 


The Church of Earth will build a series of 
products intended to achieve specific goals, 
generate revenue, and reinvest that revenue into 
the Church of Earth. 


The first product of the Church of Earth is a 
technology platform. 


The experience of this platform is augmented 
through the creation and development of an 
ideological, philosophical, and spiritual 
framework. This framework is the second 
product of the Church of Earth. 


The initial development phase of the Church of 
Earth is focused on completing these two 
products and building the right team of people to 
recruit and grow these products, as well as 
develop new products and offerings. 


All of this is intended to be done in a way that 
prioritizes helping others, improving the Church 
of Earth, and minimizing harm caused through 
these efforts. 





FOR INVESTORS 


THIS INFORMATION IS PUBLIC SO THAT THE INTENTIONS OF THE CHURCH OF EARTH ARE CLEAR 


THE CHURCH OF EARTH PLATFORM 


The problem: 

Social media platforms have introduced or 
exacerbated a number of harmful elements in 
human society. Social media platforms are 
designed to maintain or increase engagement in 
order maximize ad revenue by monetizing user 
data. This has a wide range of publicly 
acknowledged and well-understood negative 
consequences on society. 


The solution: 

The Church of Earth is a social media platform 
that minimizes the impact of ego, minimizes the 
potential for social media addiction, introduces 
new elements intended to increase collaboration, 
removes ambiguity, and minimizes conflict. 


This platform requires additional effort as a 
result of increased complexity. The Church of 
Earth offers an ideology that makes it more 
compelling to engage in this effort, and the 
Platform offers tools to help connect with the 
core beliefs of the ideology. 


M4 





Users expect helpfulness 


The Church of Earth platform was designed 
to help users achieve growth. Users react to 
content by saying "This is Helpful” or "This ts 
Not Helpful". 


Clear intentions reduce conflict 


Every module on the site serves a different 
purpose, and all content must explain why it 
has been created. 


Activity limits promote healthy balance 


There are daily limits on: total quantity of 
posts created, quantity of individual 
modules created, number of votes 





FOR INVESTORS 


THIS INFORMATION IS PUBLIC SO THAT THE INTENTIONS OF THE CHURCH OF EARTH ARE CLEAR 


THE HELPFUL ECONOMIC SYSTEM 


The problem 

Recognition and acclaim generated through the 
creation of digital content on social media networks 
has no direct value, and this prevents users from 
earning income from the content they produce. 


The solution 

The Church of Earth creates a dynamic, complex, 
and controlled system as a result of the activity 
limits placed on the creation of user content, and 
number of daily votes. 


This allows us to use a cryptocurrency token to 
create a digital representation of the value 
generated for individuals through the creation of 
content. 


Because this economic system is purely digital it 
provides opportunities for additional innovation. The 
cryptocurrency framework has not been created 
yet. 


It's helpful to acknowledge what's helpful 

Voting for content by saying “This is Helpful" 
creates a token for the person who has voted as 
well as the person who is receiving the vote. An 
"upvote“ creates a token for both users. 


Amplification of value 

When content on the Church of Earth platform goes 
"viral" the number of tokens created can be 
multiplied in order to generate increased revenue 
for the content creator. 


Reduction of income inequality 

Once content has received a certain number of 
upvotes it will no longer create tokens for the 
content creator. This can be an incremental 
reduction. 


The goal of this economic system is to spread out 
income for as many content creators as possible 
while minimizing the potential for excessive wealth 
creation for specific individuals. 





FOR INVESTORS 


THIS INFORMATION IS PUBLIC SO THAT THE INTENTIONS OF THE CHURCH OF EARTH ARE CLEAR 


THE SPIRITUAL HUMANIST MOVEMENT 


The problem 

There are many diverse groups and organizations 
working towards solving shared challenges all over 
the world, at every level of our society, and these 
groups and efforts are often disconnected at an 
individual level. 


These groups achieve outcomes in their area of 
focus in ways that are often self-contained, which 
makes collaboration challenging. 


The solution 

The Church of Earth offers an inclusive, interfaith 
spiritual humanist movement designed to bring 
together individuals and groups with varied goals 
and objectives, all of which is facilitated through 
the Church of Earth Platform. 


These groups can connect the effort of their 
members through the Church of Earth platform 
without having to create their own systems. 


Modular infrastructure for community growth 
Everyone engaged with the Church of Earth will 
have access to the same project management 
tools. 


These tools are designed to help grow 
communities, regardless of the goals of the 
community or how established existing efforts 
may be. 


Official and unofficial presence in a community 
Anyone can create a Community Guild on the 
Church of Earth Platform. Official Community 
Guilds will correspond to physical locations or 
efforts controlled and operated by the Church of 
Earth. 


Physical Community Guilds will offer varied 
services that align with the values of the Church of 
Earth based on what is available as a result of 
funding, infrastructure, and capacity. 








FOR INVESTORS 


THIS INFORMATION IS PUBLIC SO THAT THE INTENTIONS OF THE CHURCH OF EARTH ARE CLEAR 


OTHER POTENTIAL INCOME STREAMS 


Wellness Centers 


Locations to improve the spiritual, 
physical, and mental health of people in 
OUr communities. 


Renewable Energy Generation 


Different forms of scalable 
infrastrcuture can be created all over 
the world. 


Corporate Certification 


It will be possible to codify expectations 
for "Corporate Helpfulness" and offer 
certification to organizations which 
choose to integrate this ideology into 
their operations. 











Farming 


Different forms of scalable 
infrastrcuture can be created all over 
the world. 


Property Management 


Affordable housing can be a core 
element of building communities up 
around Community Guilds. 


Educational Institutions 


Post secondary, private schools, as 
well as sponsored workshops to help 
bolster skills and knowledge for daily 
life like cooking, personal finance, or 
critical thinking. 





FOR INVESTORS 


THIS INFORMATION IS PUBLIC SO THAT THE INTENTIONS OF THE CHURCH OF EARTH ARE CLEAR 


M4 











THE HELPFUL ECONOMIC SYSTEM 


Users can get compensated for what they're already doing 


The act of upvoting content can create a cryptocurrency token in order to compensate users 
for being engaged with the Church of Earth Platform. 


Activity limits prevent inflation Innovative asset creation 

The Church of Earth Platform is CTI Giving a Helpful Vote to someone 
designed to minimize how much users ULU generates a token for both users. 

can do in a day. This includes content C Helpful Votes from multiple users 

they can create as well as Helpful amplify content creator token creation. 
Votes they can give. Token caps on posts. 


Timeboxed pay periods for users 


Accounts in good standing (based on actvity and account age) will recieve a pay out of the 
amount of tokens they have recieved in the past period. 


The Church of Earth creates content 


Helpful Votes given to the Church of Earth will also participate in the Helpful Economic System. 
The Church of Earth is a not-for-profit corporation. 





creators control the means of production 


IN THE HELPFUL ECONOMY 









help others and you live in a more helpful world 
Ww improve yourself and you improve the world 





consume less and you value what you have more 





CHURCHOFEARTH.ORG 


interfaith spiritual humanism 











FOR INVESTORS 


THIS INFORMATION IS PUBLIC SO THAT THE INTENTIONS OF THE CHURCH OF EARTH ARE CLEAR 


COMPETITION & COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE 


The Church of Earth does not intend to compete 
with any existing organizations or platforms, it 
exists to integrate with them. 


Rather than exist in a specific vertical, it attempts 
to operate horizontally through multiple verticals. 


The Interfaith Spiritual Humanist Movement 


The Church of Earth is designed to allow individuals 
from other ideologies or faiths to interact with the 
movement and Helpful Community without being 
asked to abandon loyalty to existing ideologies, 
organizations, or brands. 


This movement is built around valuing helpfulness. 
An appreciation of help, accounting for cultural 
differences, is broadly ubiguitous through human 
society. 


The Technology Platform 


The technology platform doesn't ask you to 
abandon other social media platforms. It is 
designed to integrate with them by making it 
easy to share content elsewhere. Because of the 
limited amount of daily activity allowed on the 
platform, it is assumed that most users will 
continue to use other social media platforms. 


Sharing Church of Earth content on those 
platforms will allow users of the Church of Earth 
to participate in the Helpful Economy. 


The competitive advantage of the Church of 
Earth is that it is not trying to compete with other 
platforms, and offers a brand and infrastructure 
that helps sustain this type of collaborative 
ecosystem. 





FOR INVESTORS 


THIS INFORMATION IS PUBLIC SO THAT THE INTENTIONS OF THE CHURCH OF EARTH ARE CLEAR 


MARKET SIZE 


Some subset of individuals in many ideologies and 
faiths will find value in some element of the Church 
of Earth, either through the technology platform, 
the spiritual humanist movement, or the other 
products created through the business 
organization. 


There are some core personas with whom this 
project has tested well during market research: 


Spirituality (interest) + Humanism (interest) 


An audience created in the Facebook Ad center for 
users that hold both of these interests represents 


e 1,700,000 people in North America 
e 1,000,000 people in South America 
e 940,000 people in Asia 

e 620,000 people in Europe 

e 280,000 people in Africa 


The Religiously Remixed 


72% of people in the United States who identify as 
"Religion: None" say they believe in God or "a higher 
power". In 2018 29% of the population of the United 
States identified as "Religion: None". 


79% of that 29% is often described as "Spiritual but 
not religious". 


This demographic is discussed in detail in the 2020 
book Strange Rites: New Religions for a Godless 
World, by Tara Isabella Burton. 


The existence of these people does not mean they 
will choose to connect with the Church of Earth, and 
there are many groups not covered in these two 
demographics. 





FOR INVESTORS 


THIS INFORMATION IS PUBLIC SO THAT THE INTENTIONS OF THE CHURCH OF EARTH ARE CLEAR 


SPIRITUAL BUT NOT RELIGIOUS 


One of the primary value propositions of the Church 
of Earth is a focus on individualistic and 
decentralized approaches to faith and ideology 
through a shared structure. 


Religiosity is down in the Western world. This is a 
complex shift with many factors. One of the factors 
is a rejection of the forms of existing religious 
infrastructure offered by established religions. 


This trend is measured across multiple religions, 
faiths, and movements. The individuals represented 
in this demographic represent a group of consumers 
who are not finding what they're looking for. 


The Church of Earth is not congregational. It does 
not require individuals to congregate in a set way, or 
at all. It provides alternatives to congregating as 
well as tools to manage congregating. 


This choice offers a consistent structure for faith, 
belief, or ideology that does not place expectations 
on practitioners, and will be seen as valuable by 
some subset of the individuals leaving existing 
religious structures. 


One of the main demographics represented by this 
shift away from organized religion is comprised of 
young people aged 13 to 25. These people are 
unaffiliated with an organized religion. 


source: Springtide Research 2020 - The State of Religion and Young People 


60% of unaffiliated young 


people say they are at least 
slightly spiritual 





28% of unaffiliated young people 
say they try to live out their 
religious beliefs in their daily lives 


38% of unaffiliated 


young people say they 
are religious. 








FOR INVESTORS 


THIS INFORMATION IS PUBLIC SO THAT THE INTENTIONS OF THE CHURCH OF EARTH ARE CLEAR 


MEMETIC, ARTISTIC, AND INTELLECTUAL 


ECONOMIC RESOURCES 
A PATH TO MONETIZATION FOR CREATIVE & INTELLECTUAL HOBBYISTS 


Memes can be the building blocks of complex 
thoughts and discussion. The impact of consuming a 
meme can be a healthy one on our minds. 

People see value in sharing memes. 

The creation and distribution of art inspired by faith 
or ideology has been a constant throughout the 


entirety of our cultural evolution as a species. 


People see value in experiencing art. 


source: YPulse Research 


55% of young people send 


memes every day 





75% of young people share 


memes 


The intellectual and academic elements of our 
shared cultural ecosystem have been the source of 
many of the greatest improvements in our 
civilization. 


People see value in accessing new information. 


The Helpful Economic System will allow this value to 
be visualized and transferred in a relevant and 
meaningful way. People will choose to participate in 
the Helpful Economic System by virtue of being able 
to achieve compensation for their time and energy 
that is unavailable elsewhere. 


38% follow meme 
accounts 
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THIS WAS WRITTEN IN 
YEAR 12,021 OF THE HUMAN ERA 


MEASURING TIME IS A CULTURAL AND SYSTEMIC ACTIVITY 


There are dozens of different calendars. Calendars are used in different parts of the world 
for different reasons. Many governments, religions, or religious movements create 
calendars as part of their foundation. 


Calendars are chosen because they can help unite communities in various ways. 


The Church of Earth is adopting an existing calendar: The Holocene Calendar. This is also 
known as the Human Era Calendar. The Holocene Calendar was invented in 11,993 HE. 


The Holocene Calendar takes the Gregorian calendar and adds 10,000 years. This is 
because roughly 12,000 years ago our species started creating its first complex, 
multilevel stone structures. This innovation fundamentally changed the future of our 
planet, and species. It is an innovation that unites all of us. 


Using the Human Era on the Church of Earth Platform, and in the organization, is a way to 
honour that momentous achievement. 
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